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INCIDENTS IN THE LIFE OF A 
THEATRICAL AMATEUR, 
Cuar. IV. 

My First Appearance. 

Being a novice in things theatrical, I 
was at first only entrusted with those minor 
characters which are generally allotted to 
supers ; but as I became better acquainted 
with stage business, and the range of dra- 
matic character, I obtained a somewhat 
higher position. 

My first essay “on any stage,” was 
made in the C— theatre of the town before 
named, in a performance originated for the 
benefit of a distressed lessee, who had ex- 
hausted his resources in the very laudable 
attempt to restore the * legitimate.” The 
plays selected were “The Castle Spectre, 
and “Raising the Wind,” in the former of 
whieh I was east for one of the chorus in 
the singing incidental to the piece, and in 
the latter for John, a servant. On the eve- 
ning preceding the day of performanee, I, 
with the rest, attended the stage rehearsal, 
and was, for the first time, ‘ behind the 
scenes,” that enviable place which I had 
often wished to see. I was struck most 
particularly on entering with the darkness 
and gloom ef the interior (lit up by only 

one or two straggling lights,) and the con- 


trast between the fine, richly decorated 
audience part of the theatre, and that por- 
tion from which the oracle was worked. 
Old scenes, properties, and lumber of vary- 
ing kinds, were strewn about in puzzling 
confusion,—here an old pantomime scene, 
there a mock throne, against which were 
reared wooden battle-axes, and swords of 
hoop-iron; and occasionally might be met 
with mock geese, and legs cf mutton, 






























stuffed with sawdust, and not very invit- 
ing. The way in which these rehearsals 
were conducted, also excited my attention. 
There was the prompter, with book in 
hand, atranging and conducting the busi- 
ness, and instructing the amateurs in all 
the positions for making up a good picture 
as he termed it—a man of exteeding great 
patience. By his side stood the leader of 
the orchestra with his violin, taking the in- 
itiative of all the points where the effect 
was to be heightened by the band. At the 
call of the prompter was also a scene- 
shifter,—a dirty, rough-looking fellow, 
with a short pipe in his mouth,{but£posses- 
sing a fine theatrical head of hair withal. 
He bandied about the particular scenes re- 
quired, and was rough and ready with the 
“drawing-room,” “ forest,” ‘‘castle,” and 
“‘ street” scenes. Last, was the'property 
man,” who was a lad—a most hungry 
looking fellow indeed, who drew down the 
curses and cuffs of the stage manager, dur- 
ing the performance, for having surrepti- 
tiously consumed a quantity of eatables 
which ought to have constituted a feast-to 
be introduced in one of the scenes. After 
the exercise of much patience on the part 
of the prompter and stage-manager, who 
found it exceedingly difficult to initiate the 
inexperienced amateurs, the rehearsal was 
at last concluded, during which I obtained 
a tolerable insight into all the minute 
which go to constitute perfection in a per- 
formance, and was not backward in bene- 
fitting by it. As for my own character in 
the farce, I was astonished at the small 
amount of attention that was paid to it, for 
though it was but a minor one, I felt, in 
my anxiety, as though everything depended 
upon it, and I was considerably riled when 






































446 THE THEATRICAL JOURNAL. 





at the rehearsal, it was “cut,” owing to the 
want of time, with a caution to be “ well 
up” at the time of performance. 

Eventually the momentous time arrived, 
and we all assembled an hour before the 
time of performance in the green room, 
which, albeit, might have been more truth- 
fully denominated the “black room.” Then 
commenced the operation of dressing, 
which was performed ina large unfurnished 
bare-looking place, under the stage, very 
much in appearance like a prison-cell, but 
not quite as secure. Here we donned the 
gorgeous robes and trappings required for 
the pieces, and such a scene of confusion I 
never before witnessed. 

It appeared as though in that room were 
collected all the dresses of every nation 
since the dark ages, and, combined with a 
miscellaneous collection of swords, feathers, 
wigs, mustachios, caps, pistols, &c., formed 
a “coup d’ceil” which only those can ap- 
preciate who have witnessed it. Then 
came a demand for those requisites in 
“making-up,” such as rouge, paint, Indian 
ink, burnt cork, pencils, and hare’s feet. 


(To be continued). 





METROPOLITAN THEATRES 





HAYMARKET. 


Mr. Macready commenced his farewell 
performances at this house on Monday eve- 
ning, in the character of Macbeth. The 
house as might be expected, was a very bril- 
liant one, every seat being engaged, as 
were all the private boxes. On his entry 
upon the stage, he was received with a 
tremendous burst of cheering which shook 
the walls of the edifice, and continued for 
some time before he was allowed to proceed 
with the task he had undertaken. His 
acting, as usual, was energetic and feeling, 
and there was a finish about it that no 
other actor of the present day is able to 
‘:pproach—it was truly admirable. Mr. 
Havenport made his first appearance here 
‘ud sustained the character of Macduff in a 








arduous character, and was heartily wel- 
comed on her entrance. The play was in 
every respect effectively played, and no 
doubt, during these performances, the ma- 
nagement will reap a golden harvest. 


SADLER’S WELLS. 

The revival of “Cymbeline” has brought 
good houses. There is nothing new in the 
cast of the characters, except Miss Lyons 
in the part of Imogen. This young lady 
will be a great acquisition at this house in 
juvenile tragedy parts—we were much 
pleased with her acting and her general 
deportment on the stage, and she received 
well-merited applause. Mr. Phelps, as 
usual, was very impressive as Posthumus, 
and Mr. Marston was all we could desire 
as Iachimo, The play is well put upon 
the stage. 

CITY. 

Various novelties have been produced 
since our last, which limited space forbids 
us individually to notice ; we must, there- 
fore, content ourselves with remarking that 
ail have been perfectly successful, and 
none more so than the revival of the popu- 
lar farce by James Barber, Esq., of ‘‘Jon- 
athan,” which literally excited shouts of 
laughter. The acting of Mr. John Gard- 
ner was humorous and clever, and the 
whole effect of the burletta has been to 
send the audiences “ home laughing to 
their beds.” Mr. Dore, as usual, is inde- 
fatigable in the boxes and saloon, in at- 
tending to the wishes and comforts of the 
audience. The house has been very well 
attended. 


ROYAL STANDARD. 

This truly elegant theatre continues to 
be nightly crammed with delighted audi- 
ences. The brilliancy of the new estab- 
lishment, which should be seen to be fairly 
appreciated, has already rendered it quite 
an attraction and an ornament to the part 
of the city in whichit stands. “‘The adven- 
tures of a Guinea,” Egerton Wilks’s drama 
of “Ben the Boatswain,” and a very pleas- 
ing ballet have formed the entertainments 
| during the past week, all of which went off 
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ry to say is still labouring under severe made his first appearance in the new thea- 
in isposition. Mrs. Warner, as Lady Mae- tre, and was received with a truly hearty 
i, still retains her qualifications for the | welcome,—which, indeed, was well de- 
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served, for scarcely ever was a more radi- 
cal change effected in a public establish- 
ment than has been produced, with almost 
magical effect in this. 


BRITANNIA ‘Ss LOON. 

The Lion’s Mouth, the Sexton of Step- 
ney, and the Seven Ages of Man, have 
been the staple attractions here during the 
past week. In the first piece, Mrs. B. 
Ware personated Paulo the dumb ferry 
boy, in a manner deserving our hearty ap- 
proval. Her dumb show elicited great ap- 
plause. Mr. Bird as Spoletti, Mr. Plun- 
kett as Alberto, Mr. Rogers as Giacomo, 
Mrs. Yarnold as Ornthia, Mrs. Atkinson as 
Ulriqua, and Mrs, Mackney as Christina, 
enacted their parts with great spirit, and 
received a due meed of applause. In the 
Sexton of Stepney, the villanous, miserly 
sexton, and his cunning friend the grave- 
digger, were personated by Messrs. Saw- 
ford and Broughton, in whose hands the 
two old men lost nothing of their charac- 
ter, The last piece mentioned has now 
run seven weeks, and still goes off with 
great eclat. The comic scenes have been 
capitally rendered by Messrs. Carles and 
Rogers, Mrs. Gaston, &e. We must not 
forget to mention the acting of Mrs. Yar- 
nold in it, who as Clementina, was power- 
fully effective in the scene where she seeks 


force and power to the character that made 
it truly interesting, and for so young a man 
we may consider his performance a most 
successful one. Mr. W. Lacey’s Sir C, 
Mortimer was a clever delineation of the 
conscience-stricken assassin, the dread of 
being thought a murderer was ably pour- 
trayed, and his action and deportment on 
the stage was appropriate and gentlemanly, 
but his elocution is too measured, and there 
is a monotony in his speaking that atter a 
time becomes wearisome. His conception 
of the character was a correct one, and his 
acting deserved the applause it met with. 
Mr. P. Landon, as Fitzharding, looked too 
young for the elder vrother, and used too 
much action for an old man; in other res- 
pects he played the character with judg- 
ment. Mr. E. Percy quite caricatured the 
part of Sampson. ‘Lhis gentleman has a 
knack of making all his comic characters 
the same ;—he was the same in the farce as 
the play, it was quite a second edition. ‘That 
he has some good stuff in him is certain, 
but his acting is devoid of variety. Miss 
Baddeley must have a surprising study, to 
play so many characters ; her acting of Wil- 
ford in the first three acts, was very,effcc- 
tive, but in the last scene, we thought she’ 
flagged, and did not carry out the fear and 
surprise at the perilous situation, she was 
placed in. Mr. W. Carr as Armstrong, was 





her father’s home, she was beautifully pa- 
thetic and drew tears from the eyes of 
many of her audience. We may rank her 
as one of the best actresses at the east-end. 
The dancing of Madlle. Rose forms a pleas- 
ing part of the evening’s entertainment, 
and deserves our special commendation. 
The house is crowded every night. 





AMATEURS, 

Goven Srreet Institution. — An 
amateur performance took place here on 
Friday last, for the benefit of Mr. War- 
hurst, a young gentleman of very promising 
ability. The ‘Iron Chest” was the first 
piece, in which Mr. Warhurst undertook 
the character of Adam Winterton. His 
making-up was extremely good, and his 
acting from first to last, shewed that he had 
well digested the author’s meaning. He 
looked the age required, and his tottering 
gait and meek voice, with the absence of 





very creditable and delivered himself with 
good effect. Miss Routledge, Miss Frank- 
lin, and Miss Rock all’ played in a manner 
deserving of praise. In the after-piece of 
“ Hunting a Turtle,” Miss Baddeley came 
out me hag Comedy is this young lady’s 
forte, and if she will but study it, she will 
soon prove an ornament to the profession 
she s ems determined to follow. ‘Ibe other 
characters were well sustained ,throughout, 
by Messrs. Randal!, Cornelle, Percy, and 
Lacey. 

Op Western Dramatic Soctety.— 
On Tuesday in last week, the members held 
their third entertainment of the season, and 
selected the comedy of “Speed the Plough,” 
the burlesque of ‘“ Diogenes jand his Lan- 
thorn,” andthe drama of the ‘* Kent Day.” 
Wtth every desire to look favourable,on the 
efforts of those geutlemen, we must never- 
theless express our wish, that? thcy will en- 
deavour in future to gain a more pertect 





¢ i e of | knowledge of the text betore they attempt a 
mind, all contributed eminently to give a representation 
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at the rehearsal, it was “cut,” owing to the 
want of time, with a caution to be “ well, 
up” at the time of performance. 

Eventually the momentous time arrived, 
and we all assembled an hour before the 
time of performance in the green room, 
which, albeit, might have been more truth- 
fully denominated the “black room.” Then 
commenced the operation of dressing, 
which was performed ina large unfurnished 
bare-looking place, under the stage, very 
much in appearance like a prison-cell, but 
not quite as secure. Here we donned the 
gorgeous robes and trappings required for 
the pieces, and such a scene of confusion I 
never before witnessed. 

It appeared as though in that room were 
collected all the dresses of every nation 
since the dark ages, and, combined with a 
miscellaneous collection of swords, feathers, 
wigs, mustachios, caps, pistols, &c., formed 
a “coup d’ceil’” which only those can ap- 
preciate who have witnessed it. Then 
came a demand for those requisites in 
“making-up,” such as rouge, paint, Indian 
ink, burnt cork, pencils, and hare’s feet. 


(To be continued). 
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HAYMARKET. 


Mr. Macready commenced his farewell 
performances at this house on Monday eve- 
ning, in the character of Macbeth. The 
house as might be expected, was a very bril- 
liant one, every seat being engaged, as 
were all the private boxes. On his entry 
upon the stage, he was received with @ 
tremendous burst of cheering which shook 
the walls of the edifice, and continued for 
some time before he was allowed to proceed 
with the task he had undertaken. His 
acting, as usual, was energetic and feeling, 
und there was a finish about it that no 
other actor of the present day is able to 
‘:pproach—it was truly admirable. Mr. 








arduous character, and was heartily wel- 
comed on her entrance. The play was in 
every respect effectively played, and no 
doubt, during these performances, the ma- 
nagement will reap a golden harvest. 


SADLER’S WELLS. 

The revival of “Cymbeline” has brought 
good houses. There is nothing new in the 
cast of the characters, except Miss Lyons 
| in the part of Imogen. This young lady 
will be a great acquisition at this house in 
juvenile tragedy parts—we were much 
pleased with her acting and her general 
deportment on the stage, and she received 
well-merited applause. Mr. Phelps, as 
usual, was very impressive as Posthumus, 
and Mr. Marston was all we could desire 
as Iachimo. The play is well put upon 
the stage. 

CITY. 

Various novelties have been produced 
since our last, which limited space forbids 
us individually to notice ; we must, there- 
fore, content ourselves with remarking that 
ail have been perfectly successful, and 
none more so than the revival of the popu- 
lar farce by James Barber, Esq., of ‘‘Jon- 
athan,” which literally excited shouts of 
laughter. The acting of Mr. John Gard- 
ner was humorous and clever, and the 
whole effect of the burletta has been to 
send the audiences “ home laughing to 
their beds.” Mr. Dore, as usual, is inde- 
fatigable in the boxes and saloon, in at- 
tending to the wishes and comforts of the 
audience. The house has been very well 
attended. 


ROYAL STANDARD. 

This truly elegant theatre continues to 
be nightly crammed with delighted audi- 
ences. The brilliancy of the new estab- 
lishment, which should be seen to be fairly 
appreciated, has already rendered it quite 
an attraction and an ornament to the part 
of the city in whichit stands. “The adven- 
tures of a Guinea,” Egerton Wilks’s drama 
of “Ben the Boatswain,” and a very pleas- 
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served, for scarcely ever was a more radi- 
cal change effected in a public establish- 
ment than has been produced, with almost 
magical effect in this. 


BRITANNIA ‘8S’ LOON. 

The Lion’s Mouth, the Sexton of Step- 
ney, and the Seven Ages of Man, have 
been the staple attractions here during the 
past week. In the first piece, Mrs. B. 
Ware personated Paulo the dumb ferry 
boy, in a manner deserving our hearty ap- 
proval. Her dumb show elicited great ap- 
plause. Mr. Bird as Spoletti, Mr. Plun- 
kett as Alberto, Mr. Rogers as Giacomo, 
Mrs. Yarnold as Ornthia, Mrs. Atkinson as 
Ulriqua, and Mrs, Mackney as Christina, 
enacted their parts with great spirit, and 
received a due meed of applause. In the 
Sexton of Stepney, the villanous, miserly 
sexton, and his cunning friend the grave- 
digger, were personated by Messrs, Saw- 
ford and Broughton, in whose hands the 
two old men lost nothing of their charac- 
ter, The last piece mentioned has now 
run seven weeks, and still goes off with 
great eclat. The comic scenes have been 
capitally rendered by Messrs. Carles and 
Rogers, Mrs. Gaston, &e. We must not 
forget to mention the acting of Mrs. Yar- 
nold in it, who as Clementina, was power- 
fully effective in the scene where she seeks 
her father’s home, she was beautifully pa- 
thetic and drew tears from the eyes of 
many of her audience. We may rank her 
as one of the best actresses at the east-end, 
The dancing of Madlle. Rose forms a pleas- 
ing part of the evening’s entertainment, 
and deserves our special commendation. 
The house is crowded every night. 





AMATEURS, 

Goven Srreet Institution. — An 
amateur performance took place here on 
Friday last, for the benefit of Mr. War- 
hurst, a young gentleman of very promising 
ability. The “Iron Chest” was the first 
piece, in which Mr. Warhurst undertook 
the character of Adam Winterton. His 
making-up was extremely good, and his 
acting from first to last, shewed that he had 
well digested the author’s meaning. He 
looked the age required, and his tottering 
gait and meek voice, with the absence of 





force and power to the character that made 

it truly interesting, and for so young a man 

we may consider his performance a most 

successful one. Mr. W. Lacey’s Sir C. 

Mortimer was a clever delineation of the 

conscience-stricken assassin, the dread of 
being thought a murderer was ably pour- 

trayed, and his action and deportment on 

the stage was appropriate and gentlemanly, 

but his elocution is too measured, and there 

is a monotony in his speaking that after a 

time becomes wearisome. His conception 

of the character was a correct one, and his 

acting deserved the applause it met with. 

Mr. P. Landon, as Fitzharding, looked too 

young for the elder vrother, and used too 

much action for an old man; in other res- 

pects he played the character with judg- 

ment. Mr. E. Percy quite caricatured the 
part of Sampson. ‘Lhis gentleman has a 

knack of making all his comic characters 
the same ;—he was the same in the farce as 
the play, it was quite a second edition. ‘That 
he has some good stuff in him is certain, 

but his acting is devoid of variety. Miss 
Baddeley must have a surprising study, to 
play so many characters ; her acting of Wil- 
ford in the first three acts, was very-effcc- 
tive, but in the last scene, we thought she’ 
flagged, and did not carry out the fear and 
surprise at the perilous situation, she was 
placed in. Mr. W. Carr as Armstrong, was 
very creditable and delivered himself with 
good effect. Miss Routledge, Miss Frank- 
lin, and Miss Rock all” played in a manner 
deserving of praise. In the after-piece of 
“ Hunting a Turtle,” Miss Baddeley came 
out splendidly, Comedy is this young lady’s 
forte, and if she will but study it, she will 
soon prove an ornament to the profession 
she s ems determined to fullow. ‘The other 
characters were well sustained throughout, 
by Messrs. Randal!, Cornelle, Percy, and 
Lacey. 

Ox_p Western Dramatic SOcIETY.— 
On Tuesday in last week, the members held 
their third entertainment of the season, and 
selected the comedy of “Speed the Plough,” 
the burlesque of ‘ Diogenes jand his Lan- 
thorn,” and the drama of the ** Kent Day.” 
Wtth every desire to look favourable,on the 
efforts of those geutlemen, we must never- 
theless express our wish, that? th.y will en- 
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Bob Mandy, was better than most of his 
friends, and Farmer Ashfield might also be 
praised if he had not so often required the 
prompter. We might also mention Sir Abel 
and the Countryman, The others we could 
scarcely hear. Miss Routledge took much 
pains as Susan Ashfield, and though the 
forte of this lady lies in the comic, her’s 
was the most carefully performed part in 
the play. If Miss Jane Watson has any 
idea of ever becoming an actress, she must 
very materially alter. Her sister possesses 
some little idea of Dame Ashfield. The 
burlesque was Lurlesqued, at the termination 
of which we bade adieu to the Old Western 
Dramatics. 

Isuincton AtarnxuM,—An elocution- 
ary entertainment took place here on Mon- 
day last. The chair was occupied by R. 
Matthews, Esq., who made many appro- 
priate remarks during the early part of the 
evening upon the advantages of such soci- 
eties. Amongst the best speakers wasa Mr. 
White, who recited the Housekeeper, from 
Charles Dickens’s work of David Copper- 
field, in a well-timed and humorous style. 
—and also a ‘Tale of true Love,” which 
was listened to with great attention, and 
created a contiued burst of laughter during 
the whole time he repeated it. Mr, Duthoit 
was very happy in his recital of “ The 





Knight and the Lady.” Comedy is evi- 
dently his forte. Mr. Payne gave a tale 
from Eugene Aram, with good effect, and 
several other young gentlemen materially 
added to the pleasures of the evening. 








CORRESPONDENCE, 





S. W. Nichots—Mrs Stirling made her first ap” 
pearance ou the London stzge in 1833. 
H.Y., Walworth—We shall attend if possible. You 
can get the Journal about Newington Causeway. 
The History of the Pavilion Theatre will be con- 
tinued next week. Answers to all our corres- 
pondents who have addressed us upon this subject 
will be found embodied in the next chapter. 
A, B.—Mr Belcour, the present manager of the 
Brighton theatre, is a very good actor. He isa 
great favorite in the North of England. 
Curistorner-—Believe it not: nothing has yet 
positively been settled about the Marylebone 
theatre; although a few days, perhaps hours, 
may decide it. 
Tommy TaprpoLe—We believe the lady is married. 
She is about 32. 


of a sailor we should prefer Mr Hicks. You can 
get the book either of Lacey, Wellington-street, 
Strand, or Harris, Bow- street. 

R. TuornuiLt, Greenwich—You must please to 
ask your newsman to get you the Journal. We 
do not send so great a distance. 

Maria—The person you name is not married. He 
is about thirty years of age. 

Musicat—We are of opinion Mr Sims Reeves is 
over-rated, not by the profession, but by the 
public. 








Pyblished eyery Thursday Afternoon at Four o'clock, 
for the Proprietor, by 8 Y. Collins, 113, Fleet Street- 
To be had of Vickers, Holywell Street; Mitchel!, 39 Holy- 
well Street; H. Bea], Shoe Lane; J. Allen, Warwick 
Lane ; Harris, Blackfriars Road; Scales, 195, Shoreditch ; 
and all Booksellers and Newsvenders. 

Manchester, J. Heywood, 170, Deansgate + Birmingham, 
W. Pratt, 82, Digbeth, To be had by order, in any of 
the Provincial Towns. 











OFFICE,: 113, FLEET STREET. 





THURSDAY, OCT. 31, 1850. 





DRAMATIC PROSPECTS. 

Things dramatic are beginning to display 
an astonishing amount of sprightliness. A 
fortnight ago, folks were saying there were 
so many theatres open, it was next to im- 
possible for all to flourish. The attractions 
at some on their opening night seemed 
meagre, and we confess, in common with 
most of the playgoers, we have had our 
doubts. The tug of war is now about to 
commence, and those who have nothing ex- 
traordinary in the background, must buckle 
on their armour, or they will be vanquished 
even before the holiday merriments set in. 
The leading theatre which always under any 
circumstances, deserves its share of sup- 
port, has ensured itself, for four nights a 
week until Christmas, houses crowded to 
the ceiling, and all other theatres who have 
not an extra attraction to offer, must most 
certainly suffer. It is the character of the 
town to have some particular point to take 
their attention; it has been from time im- 





OsaviAu—Mr Lyon is considered the most classi- 
cal actor of the two. If it was the character 
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other parts charged with the electric fluid, 
dolefut looks and empty purses is the con- 
summation devoutly to be feared. At one 
theatre, with a company second cnly to the 
Haymarket, and that only in pvint of num- 
bers, an engagement has been effected with 
the greatest actress of the day, who will 
appear with a popular tragedian (and what 
is more rare, whatever be his faults, an ori- 
ginal one,) in a new historical play by the 
author of “‘The Patrician’s Daughter.” In 
the selection of a gentleman capable of per- 
forming the leading male parts to our gifted 
countrywoman, Mr. Farren is highly to be 
commended, for had he agreed with any of 
the huge host of Macreadian imitators who 
throng our boards, the performances would 
certainly have been much more open to 
comparison. What merit Mr. Brooke pos- 
sesses is certainly his own, and it is no little 
in these days to be able to say—‘he is no 
copyist !”” 

‘lhe business at the Princess’s will doubt- 
less be poor till after Christmas ; while the 
Adelphi will probably keep up a tolerable, 
instead of its usual trade. Sadlers Wells 
and the Surrey, hcuses that may — well 
be paired, as the companies collectively are 
about the same amount of importance, are 
too far north and south to be, we hope,very 
much injured; though, en passant, the 
business at the Wells, during the present 
season, has not been anything like so good 
as we could have wished. The Surrey cer- 
tainly had the better of them in Macbeth, 
though in Julius Cesar, the Islingtonians 
had a trifling advantage. 

We have our fears for the Lyceum, for, 
with the exception of Charley, Madame, and 
Isabel Dickinson, we know ot no one in the 
company beyond what would be expected at 
a low-priced theatre. Olympic Devils,’ 
looking at it it in a musical and histrionic 
point of view, is but the shadow of its 
former self. The management must not rely 
too much upon Christmas, nor put too 
much trust in Mr. Planche, for though he 
is admirable in his line, we cannot antici- 
pate every card he turns up to be a trump, 
or all the ground ke treads upon to turn out 
an Island of Jewels. 

Our best wishes are with all, our interest 
with none. We disclaim partizanship, for 


all who are behind-hand, those who play 
the best game certainly deserve to carry off 
the prize. 





MACREADY’S PROVINCIAL FAREWELLS. 
We think the admirers of Mr. Macready 
will be interested in the following,—it 
being a list of the characters in which he 
took his final leave of the Provincial 
Theatres during the years 1849 and 1850. 


Leeds -+++eeececeessee Richelieu 
Manchester ...........- Hamlet 
Plymouth ......0.0008 Cassius 
Nottingham ............ Richelieu 
Derby ......20.00 cece Ga 
Doncaster .....-+00. ee do. 
Leicester .. see eeeeee ‘o do, 
Wolverhampton ........ do. 
Worcester ...ceecs voce Othello 


Chester ....+.....2+++ Macbeth 
Bristol «+-+Henry 1V. & Lord Townley 
Pec srenees eocceeeee King Lear 
Sheffield :........e0e02- Richelieu 
Dublin ..cccccccccccees dO. 
Belfast .. .+..2+++s0+++- Hamle 
Liverpool ..... Wolsey & Lord Townley 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne.... Othello 
Hull .......-.+eeeeee00 Macbeth 
Edinburgh... Henry IV, & Lord Townley 
Bradford .....ee0-+00.- Richelieu 
Birmingham.........++. King Lear 
Cork... essccescseses Virginius 
Glasgow ..cess.e0- cece do, 
Greenock ...eeececeseee dO. 
Dundee eecereeescsees Hamlet 
Paisley ee ee eeeesseeeees Richelieu 
Leamington...e... «e-- do. 
Aberdeen, Mr. M, read the play of Hamlet. 


The first series of Mr. Macready’s fare- 
well performances at the Haymarket Thea- 
atre consisted of twenty-seven nights, 
during which he played 

Macbeth ecvcccccce 10 times 
King Lear ...ceeee 7 yy 
Hamlet coccccceccce 6 ” 
ST cen ccciccn i 
Tago ...... Ra ya 


OLYMPIC. 
To the Editor of the Theatrical Journal. 


Sir,—A few nights ago we stepped into 
the Olympic, and were exceedingly de- 
lighted with the evening’s entertainments. 
Mrs. Stirling’s acting was truly admirable. 
She is immeasurably superior to any one 
we have ever seen. Her Mrs. Ormonde 











the best reason of all, that it would only 
recoil npon ourselves. Whoever wins, we 


shall rejoice —for with all commiseration for , 


was beyond praise, and her Giralda was 
‘brimful of truth and grace. This lady 
seems to possess an appreciation of the 
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feminine character in its utmost entirety. 
Her own well-developed nature enables 
her to depicture every fecling and emotion 
peculiar to her sex with a delicacy and fi- 
delity truly surprising. As an actress, she 
is an embodiment of our ideal of the per- 
fect. All her movements are reflexes of 
nature. This is saying much, but in our 
opinion it is only commensurate with truth. 
Compton, too, is ineffably droll, but he 
pained us, for he made our sides ache with 
laughter. As Pequillio, he is a bottomless 
‘profound of fun. We have almost lost our 
command of a serious countenance ever 
since we saw him throw “style” into his 
walk, and heard him say “Good morning” 
to the Princess, and “ How are you” to 
the Prince. Go and see Compton is our 
advice to the melancholy. The other cha- 
racters were well sustained, and our enjoy- 
ment would have been unmixed, had cer- 
tain low and vulgar utterances been sup- 
pressed. We hope such expressions as 
*« A devil"among the fair sex,” &c., are not 
lished by the frequenters of the Olympic. 
They do not accord with refined taste, and 
Heaven forbid that the stage—all but al- 
mighty in its influence—should pander to 
a low and vitiated one. 

Trusting that my fault-finding may not 
“Jose its sweetness on the desert air,’’ but 
produce the desired effect, 

I remain, Mr. Editor, 
Your’s truly, 
Brook-street, Holborn. C. J. 








PROVINCIAL. 





MancueEstER, Theatre Royal—The opera still 
holds its favorite position, and in fact rather im- 
proves. Charles J} has had a triumphant run of the 
week, invariably being honoured with brilliant aud- 
iences. ‘The operatic and dramatic beauties of this 
piece are so ingeniously and tastefully interwoven, 
that renders its character not only established, but 
deservedly stamps it a pet of the opera school. The 
Queen of Roses, though somewhat antique, is as 
fresh as a daisy in attraction. The Puritans was 
enacted on the 26th instant by request, and went 
off with acclamation. We speedily anticipate the 
pleasure of chronicling the production of other 
operas in a similar magnificent style. 

QurENs—The past week has been one of benefits 
and we are glad to say the respective appeals were 
liberally responded to. Mr Dillon, as the Stranger, 
on Saturday, was very good. ; 

} Pattapium—Romeo and Juliet was dished and 





for all the difficulties that rampant amateurs are 
heirs to. Romeo, Mercutio, Tybalt, and Juliet, not 
forgetting Peter, were above mediocrity. 

ConcERTS FOR THE PropLE—A very pleasing 
singer, Miss Stewart, isa great favorite, and was de- 
cidedly successful in ‘* Wake sweetest melody,” 
“ One gentle heart, &c. The judicious manner in 
which these entertainments are conducted deserve 
approbation. 

CoLossEuM—The Noble Negro is another effusion 
from the magic pen of Mr George, Mdlle. Elssler’s 
ascent from the pit to the dome, is terrific, and 
causes a very natural commotion among the heads 
of the pittites, as she walks aloft. 

Casino—A little prodigy, Miss Seaman, ap- 
peared in an entertainment through the week,calld 
The Old Man’s Will. She is a very precocious child 
and personates four difficult characters of opposite 
tendencies, with much credit. Messrs. Vousden 
and Short are particularly unique in the amusing 
duetts. 

EyretEr—The theatre has been opened for a 
week under the management of Mr Davis. Monday 
was the first night, and Mr and Miss Vandenhoff 
appeared in thet ading characters of “The Strange.’ 
Of the merits of these distinguished performers we 
need not speak—they have achieved their fame, and 
we doubt not, large audiences will, still crowd to 
witness their performances. 

BirMIncHAM—The King’s Head Concert-room 
at Digbeth, seems a favorite place of resort. The 
performances are really very good, and do the pro- 
‘vnyen Mr Herbert Hudson, infinite credit. lie 

as engaged Herr Bohen and Miss St. George, be- 
sides a very efficient concert company. 

Cuirron—The celebrated Mrs butler purposes 
visiting Bath next week, when she will give four 
readings in Shakspere, at the Victoria Rooms, 
Clifton, From the signal suceess Mrs Kemble 
has met with in London,and.the unbounded satis- 
faction she has given to her audiences, there can 
be no doubt but the rooms will be crowded, The 
following is the order in which the readings will 
be given : Monday evening, Antony and Cleopatra 
—Wednesday evening, Macbeth—Friday evening, 
Cymbeline—and Saturday morning, Romeo and 
Juliet, 

NotTINGHAM— This theatre opened for the sea- 
son on last Monday evening, under the manage- 
ment of Mr T. E, Mills. He has collectel together 
a good working company, chiefly from the London 
boards, whose performances appear to give general 
satisfaction, The drama of “* The King’s Fool, or 
the Old Man’s Curse,’ was played on Monday and 
Tuesday, and the house has been well attended, 

1ustin—Miss Hayes bas been most successfuy 
in Dublin, On Tucslay night the opera of Linda 
di Chamouni was repeated to a crowded audience, 
the character of the gentle Linda being charmingly 
sustained by Miss Hayes, and that of Pierrot, the 
Savoyard boy, by Madame Macfarren, 
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olemnised at the church of North Cray, Kent, on 
Saturday next. 

Muirary THeatricats.—At Newport tle offi- 
cers of 77th: have contributed towards the opening 
of a theatre, which will be free to the public thrice a 
week, The scenery was painted by the school- 
master of the town. 

Mr. Sullivan’s comedy, announced last season at 
Drury Lane, will be positively produced at that thea- 
tre after Christmas. Mrs. Nisbett, Mr. Anderson, 
and Mr. Walter Lacey have prominent parts in it. 

Mr. James Wallack has been trying the Bath 
waters, and we hear that he has benefited by them. 
We hope to hear of his shortly being able to resume 
his professional duties. 
adlle. Nau, Rebecca Isaacs, ‘Travers, and 
Borrani, are the stars at the Theatre Royal, Bir- 
mingham, and have been attracting good houses. 
Mr. Henry Betty is engaged at Portsmouth for a 
limited number of nights. 

Miss Rosa Bennet, at the close of her present en- 
gagement with Mr. Hooper, goes to Manchester, 
and will appear at the Theatre Royal. 

Mr. Woolgar, father of the favourite actress, is a 
member of the Haymarket company. He is en- 
gaged for the heavy business, 

John Reeve is at present in London, but returns 
to Liverpool, where he is a favourite. 

Mr. Farren announces the engagement of Miss 
Helen Faucit and Mr. G.V. Brooke, who will 
shortly make their appearances at this theatre in 
a new historical tragedy, written by Mr. J. 
Westland Marston. 

Jullien has been giving concerts at Brighton 
during the past week with great success, 

Mr. Albert Smith hss been giving his entertain- 
m-nts with continued sucess at Dover, Folkstone, 
St. Leonard’s and Hastings, and at each place to 
fashionable audiences . . 

The Lauri Family have been engaged by Mr 
Murray, of the Dublin Theatre Royal, and will ap- 
pear in the forthcoming Christmas pantomime. 

Mr John Webster, the popular light comedian, 
is in town, having finished a successful engagem ‘nt 
in the Channel Islands. There is some probability 
of his being offered an engagement at Sadler’s 
Wells 

The dramatic version of “David Copperfield,’’ at 
the Strand theatre, has been written by Mr George 
Alman. whose productions were formerly so suc- 
cessful at Sadler’s Wells, 


Mr —— the dramatic author, walking on one 
occasion with a friend in Manchester, they saw 
three young ladies get out of a coach and embrace 
another who met them at the door of a certain 
house. ‘ What a waste of the raw material !” ob- 
served the friend of Mr —— (poor man! probably 
he did not get kisses!) ‘“Yes,” was the ready reply, 
“ especially as it was not MAN-ufactured !”” 

NAMES oF DrAMATIsTs—It is rather remarkable 
that nearly every living dramatic writer in England 
has a surname prefixed to his patronymic, Sheridan 
Knowles, Noon Talfourd, Westland wfarston, Leigh 
Hunt, Bayle Bernard, and Stirling Coyne, are cer- 
tainly among the best of our writers for the stage. 
and Bulwer Lytton, though he takes far higher 
rank asa novelist than as a dramatist, has been for- 
tunate in most of his plays, 
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SONNETS, BY BETA. 
‘To Miss Guiyn. 


When first I saw thee, Lady! in thine eye 
And in thy voice a fiery soul I felt ; 
A quick and potent spirit, formed to melt 

As well as rouse the heart! A mystery 

Was in the thrilling tones I heard thee speak ; 
Which from a strong imagination came. 

And now upon the stage we see thee . 

Rise up with passion, and th’ flame majestic seek. 
A sphere of light: we wonder and admire 
The clear conception and the noble fire. 

Go on and prosper: and the mountain-top 
Of art by genius and exertion climb ! 

Not even where thou art, oh, Actress, stop, 
But strive at the Ideal and Sublime ! 





TO HENRY BETTY. 


Friend, falter not. True progress, I believe, 
Is ever slow; and inthe actor’s art 
A man should grow, if he would fame achieve, 
For years and years. To sublimate the heart, 
To wake the spirit, and inspire a love 
For truth and beauty is no empty part 
For highest intellect to play. Above 
A mean ambition, to befgreat, a man 
Must strive for striving’s sake ; and when‘at last 
True genius do what only genius can 
By earnest effort ; all the quicksands past — 
Before thee is a bright and glorious sea, 
Above, the sky no more is overcast, 
And the proud vessel sails in conscious majesty. 








ADVERTISEMENTS. 





CASINO DE VENISE, 218, High Holborn — 
Grand Bal Masque—The FIRST BAL MASQUE 
for the season will take place on Monday, November 
4. when the band, under Mr W. M. Packer, will be 
augmented, and several beautiful compositions pro- 
duced. Extra M.C’s, under Messrs. Gouriet and 
Taylor, will superintend the Ball Room. The spa- 
cious and elegant Salle de Danse, superbly re-deco- 
rated, with its Parisian galleries, Turkish smoking- 
room, and convenient banquetting-hall, will be 
thrown open to the public. The supper and refresh- 
ments will be of the most recherche description. 
Supper 3s. 6d. Doors open at ten, dancing at half- 
past ten. Gentlemen’s tickets, 5s., ladies, 2s. 6d.— 
Costumier, Mr Simmons, Tavistock-street, Covent 
Garden, of whom dresses and tickets may be had. 





MADAME TUSSAUD’S 


MARIA MANNING, George Manning, 
Bloomfield Rush, taken from life during their trials 
—A cast in plaster of Mr. O’Connor, with a plan 
of the kitchen where he was murdered, Models of 
Stanfield Hall and Potash farm are now added to 
the Chamber of Horrors, at Madame TUSSAUD 
and SON’S Exuisition Bazaar, Baker Street, 
Portman square.—Open from eleven till dusk, 
and from, seven till ten—Admittance 1s; small 
room, 6d, extra, 
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DRAMATIC, THEATRICAL, AND MUSICAL 
PORTRAIT GALLERY. 


RAPALA LPL LLL OL 


No. 


a 


$.R. H. 

“Death of Marlowe,” &e €c. 
3. Jexny Lip, with Autograph. 
4. J. P. NEMBLE. (ready.) 
5. D. GARRICK. (ditlo.) 
6. W. C. MACREADY. 
7. Ditto 
8. CHARLES KEAN. 
9. Ditto. 
10. Ditto. 
11. Mrs WARNER. 
12. Ditto. 
13. Ditto. 
14 Ditto. 
15. Mr. VANDENHOPF. 
16. Ditto. 
17. Miss VANDENIOFF. 
18. Ditto. 
19. Miss GLYN. (ready.) In 
20 Ditto. (ditto.) 
21 Ditto. 
2. Ditto. 
23. Mr. PHELPS. 
24 Ditto. (ready.) 
25 Ditto. (ready.) 
26. Mn CoMPToN. (ditto.) 
27. Ditto. (ditto ) 
983. Mrs STIRLING. 
29 Ditto. 
30. Mx. Le1gH MurRAY. (ready.) 
31 Ditto. 
3). Mr. GEorGE BENNETT. 
33. Ditto. 
34. Mr. HosXkIns. 
35. Miss CvSHMAN. 
36. Misses CUSHMAN. 


The following are already published, or in the hands of the Engtavers:— 


SHAKSPERE, from the 


Mn. Macreapy, and Mrs. WARNER. 
Hoxxe, Author of “Orion,” “Cosmo de 


~~ 


(ready.) 

In Private Costume. 
As Hamlet. 
» Richard. 
» Henry the Fifth. 
» Coriolanus. 

In Private Costume. 
As Hamlet. 

» Gloucester. 

In Private Costume. 
As Hermione. 

» Queen Katherine. 
» Constance, 

In Private Costume. 
As Corioianus. 

In Private Costume. 
As Juliet. 
Private Costume. 
As Lady Macbeth. 

» Isabella. 

» The Queen. 
In Private Costume. 
As Macbeth. 

» Hamlet. 

In Private Costume. 
As Launce. 

In Private Costume. 
As Beatrice. 

In Private Costume. 
As Orlando. 

In Private Costume. 
As Hubert. 

» Lucio. 
In Prirate Costume. 
As Romeo and Juliet. 





Chandes Portrait, surrounded by Victoria, ELIZABETH, 
(ready.) 


Medici’ “Gregory VII.” 
(ready.) 

Hamlet. 

Richard the Third. 

Henry the Fifth. 

Coriolanus. 


Hamlet. 
Richard the Third. 


Winter's Tale. 

Henry the Eighth. 
King John. 
Coriolanus. 

Romeo and Juliet. 
Macbeth. 

Measure for Measure. 
Hamlet. 


Macbeth. 
Hamlet. 


Two Gentlemen of Verona. 
As You like It. 
As You Like It. 


King John. 
Measure for Measure. 


Romeo and Juliet. 


JOHN TALLIS & CO., LONDON AND NEW YORK. 
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‘On the 1st of November will be 


Part L., price One 


ublished, to be continued Monthly, 
hilling, Imperial 8vo. 


DRAMATIC MAGAZINE, 


AND GENERAL 


CURAPRICAL AND BYSIas 
REVIEW; 


CONDUCTED AND EDITED BY THE PRINCIPAL DRAMATIC CRITICS OF THE DAY. 





Each Part will be illustrated with Two beautiful Steel Engravings, from 
Daguerreotypes taken from Life, expressly for this Work, of the chief Dra- 
matists, and of all the principal Actors and Actresses of the day, in 

their most celebrated characters, 


and in private costume. 














Ham. Good my lord, will you see the players well bestowed ? 
Pol. My lord, I will use them according to their deserts. 
Ham. Much better, sir; use every man after his desert, 
And who shall ’scape whipping? Use them after 
Your own honour and dignity: the less they deserve, 
The more merit is in your bounty. 


JOHN TALLIS AND COMPANY, 
97 & 100, ST. JOHN ST., LONDON; & 40, JOHN ST., NEW YORK, 
Where all communwations for the Editors must be sent, pre-pard 




















